
The SMI Mission 
 

Summit Missions International is a faith-based mission that exists to glorify God by 
bringing men, women and children to the summit, the “highest point of their lives,”  
meeting God through His Son, Jesus Christ .  To accomplish this we will  
• Evangelize the lost through a variety of outreaches 
• Equip the leaders through training, teaching and conferences 
• Establish and empower the local national churches  
• Enlist workers for short term mission trips and volunteer service 

• Encourage the orphans, widows and needy through relief opportunities 
 
We rely on God’s supply through local churches, individuals, organizations and cor-
porations that provide volunteers, products and financial support. Our primary field 
of service is Eastern Europe.  We are “ambassadors of hope and help.” 

Office 

2569 Romig Road—Suite 103 
Akron, OH 

All Correspondence to  

P.O. Box 26500 
Akron, OH 44319-6500 

 
Phone: 330-848-9812 
Fax: 330-848-9813 

 
E-mail: 

missionsinfo@summitmissions.org 
Or on the web at 

www.summitmissions.org  

Wedding Bells will be Ringing 

Vladimir Safonov is a 
member of the Open 
Heaven Church Leader-
ship Team in Tiraspol, 
Pridnestrovie.  Vlad is the 
primary Bible teacher, 
English teacher and dis-
cussion leader at Open 
Heaven.  Aliona is an as-

sistant English teacher.  He and Aliona plan to marry in 
July.  Pray God’s blessing on them as they blend their tal-
ents for Him.  Vladimir is scheduled to visit the USA in the 
fall to participate in the Maranatha Bible Church mission 
conference.  

 
Blanket Makers Cover the Children 

John and Carrie Romanin have a vision for providing boys 
and girls in Pridnestrovie with blankets.  Not just any blan-
ket, but hand-made ones that are packaged with  “beanie 

babies”  and news of God’s love 
for each child written in Rus-
sian.  They have mobilized com-
mitted volunteers to help.  Con-
tact SMI for more information. 

 
Grateful for Donated Product and Services 

Even though SMI does not have its own warehouse, we 
have been able to ship two containers recently.  Special 
thanks are in order to Paul Watts Trucking for their help in 
transporting products and loading the shipping containers.   
A big thank you goes to GoJo Industries as they graciously 
provide soap products for 
international distribution. 
Thank you to Karl Reuther for 
providing bicycles, medical 
supplies and shoes for ship-
ping. “He who is kind to the 
poor lends to the Lord and He 
will reward him for what he has done”  Proverbs 19:17 

What’s the Latest at SMI ? 

Like all of the State–run and funded orphanages, Parcani 
is an orphanage in need.  SMI 
has developed a relationship 
with the new director who 
has the interest of the chil-
dren at heart. We have done 
some service projects at the 
orphanage in the past and 
have held Bible clubs there 
the past two years.  When-

ever we are in town we make it a point to visit and the 
children remember us.  Good seed is being sown in 
young hearts.  
But with limited funds and 280 mouths to feed, they 
know what it means to make a “little go a long way.”  
When their commercial three-door oven stopped working 
two years ago it made a difficult task even harder.  So 
SMI committed to replacing it with a new one.  The cost 
is $1500.  If you would like to help with this project, send 
your donation to SMI and note “Parcani Oven” on it. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
       Computer Talents ? 

Summit Missions International is looking for a volunteer 
with computer creativity and  website skills.  Our website is 
operational but needs some innovation and oversight.  Our 
mission needs to move forward in this information technol-
ogy age.  Are you qualified, are you available, are you will-
ing?  Contact us at the SMI office, 330-848-9812 or drop 
us an e-mail at missionsinfo@summitmissions.org 
 
Publication Coordinator 
Each year SMI sends four newsletters to friends of the mis-

sion.  If you have skills in writing and de-
signing newsletters, brochures, power point 
or promotional material you may be the 
volunteer we are trying to find.  Please call 
or contact us by e-mail. 

Oven for Parcani Orphanage 
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Real Religion 

 
If anyone con-
siders himself 

religious and yet 
does not keep a 
tight rein on his 
tongue, he de-
ceives himself 
and his religion 
is worthless.  

Religion that God 
our Father ac-
cepts as pure 

and faultless is 
this: to look after 

orphans and 
widows in their 
distress and to 
keep oneself 

from being pol-
luted by the 

world.” 
James 1:26-27 

Envisioning Conference in Chisinau 
Imagine the impact—four million men, women 
and children in Moldova hearing a clear presen-
tation of the Good News of God’s love and 
Christ’s payment for their sin.  This is the goal 
of the Antioch Movement. 

The Antioch church in the Book of Acts is the 
model ministry for missions (see Acts 11:19-
30; 13:1-3).  A “church planting movement” 
has been defined as a rapid multiplication of 
indigenous churches planting churches that 
sweep through a people group or population 
segment.  In April SMI participated in an 
“Envisioning Conference” in Chisinau 
(pronounced “kish-in-now”), the capitol of 
Moldova .   

The goals of the conference were as follows 

•To gather church leaders and present the vi-
sion of reaching every man, woman and child 
in their circle of accountability  

•To invite them to participate in a two-year 
training/mentoring 
relationship  

•To be equipped to 
carry out the vision 

•To meet leaders at 
a post-conference 
assessment and 
plan future training 

 
Pictured here are 
members of the Antioch team in front of Agape 
Church in Chisinau, Moldova.   

What a lofty title for a lowly role.  Really, that’s 
the idea.  Jesus first, others second and your-
self last, right!  Truly leading from behind, 
even behind-the-scenes is a befitting descrip-
tion of what occurs much of the time.   

Much prep work had gone into the “envisioning 
conference.” It was designed to help pastors  
picture how, working together, they really 
could see every man, woman, and child have a 
repeated opportunity to hear the good news 
and experience the love of Jesus.  In Chisinau, 
the capitol of Moldova, is where we set out to 
equip pastors with a vision. Esley Patsch, Pas-
tor Steve Marshall and I spent two days ob-
serving and listening.  Our goal was to initiate 
the conference and then purposely be “out of 
the way” and still hear what was taking place.  
The leaders were challenged by men from the 
Ukraine Antioch Movement  as well as by Steve 
to take on their “circle of accountability” and 
participate in ongoing training.  Thirteen of the 
twenty-five pastors signed up to participate.  
New partnerships were formed with Agape 
Church who will host the four trainings over 
the next year.  A church leader and former 
church planter, Cristi Calin, will oversee efforts 
for SMI in Moldova and Pridnestrovie. 

In Tiraspol, the capitol of Pridnestrovie, 
Moldova, Steve encouraged the leadership 
team at Open Heaven Church.  Loss of key 

leaders, the struggles of birthing and raising a 
“baby church” consisting of 70% new believ-
ers, and the isolation of being the only church 
using your philosophy of ministry in the entire 
country combined to dishearten them.  Never-
theless, Jesus said He will build His church.  
They saw how their blessings outweigh Satan’s 
blows by at least three to one.  There are four-
teen new believers (eight now baptized) and 
sixteen people in process attending their out-
reach clubs.     

Esley and I established a process for placing 
three of the four key leaders as the elders of 
the church by November.  I stayed there an 
additional four days to provide teaching and 
preaching.  This included  lessons on spiritual 
gifts and equipping leaders with what to look 
for in enlisting lay leadership.  The fellowship 
at church, the art club, English club, even play-
ing volleyball (seven games in a row!) was pre-
cious and profitable.  Thanks for your prayers. 

Jon Yarian—Coordinator of Church Planting and  
       Leadership Development  

Jon Yarian serves at Maranatha Bible 
Church as an assistant pastor.  Jon 
has worked with SMI in the develop-
ment of Open Heaven Church in Ti-
raspol, Pridnestrovie and continues to 
provide ongoing instruction and coun-
sel.  Jon  has a passion for missions in 
Moldova where he has served multi-
ple times since 2002. 
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CHILDREN 

“Sons are a 

heritage from the 

Lord, children a 

reward from him.  

Blessed is the man 

whose quiver is 

full of them.  They 

will not be put to 

shame when they 

contend with their 

enemies in the 

gate. 

Your wife will be 

like a fruitful vine 

within your house; 

your sons will be 

like olive shoots 

around your table.  

Thus is the man 

blessed who fears 

the Lord.” 

Psalm 127:3-5; 128:3-4 

Views From 

the  

Summit 

Esley Patsch 

Director, SMI 

Carrie Romanin—Coordinator of Youth and Children’s Ministries 

Anticipating the Harvest 

When my middle son Aaron was about five 
years old (and that’s been a long time ago) we 
decided to make a garden.  We lived in a big 
old house with a small back yard.  We commit-
ted a portion of the yard to a ten foot by ten 
foot garden.  Aaron and I prepared the soil 
readying it to receive the seed. 

We had visions of a cornucopia of vegetables.  
There would be corn, beans, carrots and toma-
toes to name a few.  Excitement ran high as 
we deposited the seed into the neat little fur-
rows we had carved in the earth.  All that re-
mained was to tamp the earth around the seed 
and give it a fresh shower with the garden 
hose—our garden was ready to produce. 

Early the next morning Aaron exclaimed, “Let’s 
go see what’s growing in the garden!” I did my 
best to explain it was too soon, but I could not 
convince him.  He had to see for himself. 

He was surprised and a bit disappointed when 
he saw everything just as we left it the night 
before.  Obviously the seed was not ready to 
produce; but it was in process. 

We sow “good Gospel seed” and too often in 
our immaturity expect instantaneous results.  I 
confess, I have been guilty of this.  This has 
been especially true in Eastern Europe where 
we take short-term teams on short-term mis-
sions, expecting short-term results. 

Paul very aptly put it, “I planted the seed, Apol-
los watered it, but God made it grow.”  We work 
the soil through mission projects and programs 
designed to reveal Christ’s love for lost people. 
We water it with prayers and acts of kindness.  
Then we wait on God to bring it to life.  Sun and 
rain encourage the small seed to die and then 
live.  Trust God; He is at work.  Those good 
seeds you have sown will produce a harvest. 

“Clearly, you are an epistle of Christ, written not 
with ink but by the Spirit of the living God, not 
on tablets of stone, but on tablets of flesh, that 
is, of the heart.” 
 
As I looked out over the crowd of about 50 
teachers and helpers gathered on Saturday for a 
day of training for the upcoming summer Bible 
clubs, my heart was touched by these faithful 
servants.  They were a diverse group.  They 
ranged from bright-faced teens to elderly grand-
mothers, married and single, mostly women but 
still a few men, quiet Baptists and energetic 
charismatics, from established churches or begin-
ning a new church plant – all gathered together 
with anticipation for the day.  They will serve 
over 1300 children this summer without any fan-
fare or recognition in small villages throughout 
Pridnestrovie.  These are places most people 
have never heard of like Blijnii Hutor, Ceadir-
Lunga, Pervomaisc, Bicioc, or Nezavertailovca.   
 
Together we spent the day learning lessons, 
singing children’s songs, practicing skits, and 
making crafts.  We prayed and laughed and en-
couraged each other.  Everyone left better 
equipped for the ministry God has put on their 
hearts – to serve children.  And each one thank-
ful for the commitment and support from Summit 
Missions which makes this ministry possible.  I 

G O O D  N E W S  F R O M  S U M M I T  M I S S I O N S  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  

convey to you heartfelt thanks from these teach-
ers which was expressed to me so many times 
for the work of Summit Missions.  Each one also 
left with a gift bag which contained a book, pack-
ets of seeds and small personal items.  It was a 
small way of blessing them and saying thank you 
for their faithful partnership with SMI. 
 
Over the coming summer months, children 
throughout Pridnestrovie will be opening letters.  
They will not be letters written with ink on paper, 
they will be living epistles written by the Spirit on 
the hearts of these faithful servants.  Letters 
from Oxana, Vlada, Luba, Vica, Tanya, Rita, Ira, 
Luda, Peter, Dasha, Nastya, Olia, David, Jenia, 
Lena, Andre, Vera, Natasha, Valera, Liuda, Maria, 
Olia, Marina, and Nadia will be opened this sum-
mer.  Would you pause and thank the Lord right 
now for these servants and pray His richest 
blessings on them? 

Three members of the Romanin 
family have served in Prid-
nestrovie, Carrie returning mul-
tiple times since 2001.  She 
brings the love of God, ability to 
apply His Word and spirit of 
encouragement with her.  The 
children are the future and Car-
rie is pointing them to Jesus. 
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Lynda Hockensmith—Help the Children Coordinator 

Before each trip I make to Transniestria my daughter Karie 
gives me an envelope which contains a necklace I gave to 
her on her first mission’s trip as a teen.  It is engraved with 
the word “Faith.”  Also, in the envelope are index cards with 
scripture verses, words of encouragement and prayers she 
writes for my daily reading and devotions. I am amazed at 
the many times God has used these words as the focal point 
of my day. 

The area of ministry that I am responsible for is the Help 
the Children foster care program and the Transitional Care 
program for “aging out” orphans.  While preparing to meet 
with a foster care family the scripture for the day was 
James1:27, “Pure and undefiled religion before God and the 
Father is this, to visit orphans and widows in their trouble 
and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.”   

My visit this day was in the home of a 
widow named Elena and her twelve-
year-old twins, seventeen-year-old son 
and adopted daughter Alexandra age 
eight.  Also living with her is her twenty
-two-year-old daughter, her husband 
and their one-year-old.  They all live in 
a home that they have been trying to 
remodel together with what little in-
come they have. The son has done 

some unskilled carpentry work in the kitchen of which they 
are very proud.  The daughter is doing sewing for others as 
a small income to the family. They have no inside bathroom 
facilities and limited sleeping space for all family members. 
Elena apologized many times for not having tea and cakes 
for our visit, whispering that there just was not enough to-
day.  As I asked her about the living situation she was al-
ways quick to praise the Lord for his provision and care.   

Alexandra was a quiet and smiling girl, 
anxious to show me her newest good 
grades in school and where she slept in 
the corner of the living room. She was 
delightful and happy to be with such a 
loving family. The support money of 
$40.00 a month Elena told me is being 
used for monthly utilities and other ne-
cessities, I found myself thinking how far can $40.00 really 
go?  But, true to her faith Elena again gave praise to the 
Lord and a thank you to their American sponsor.   

I asked if there was anything that our team could possibly 
help with this summer in the way of construction or repairs 
to their home. Instantly Elena’s eyes lit up. She walked me 
to a porch area that they have been praying could someday 
be a bathroom and extra room.  She had already bricked in 
one end by herself.  She was proud!  As I looked at the 
space I was reminded of the skilled SMI workers back 
home.  It was hard for me not to say to Elena “yes we can 
do this.”  I knew we could, but only with the extra hands 
that are willing to make the commitment to GO!  As I left 
the home of this sweet lady, a blessed little orphaned girl 
and a loving family I could make no promises.  I told her 
that we would pray together that God would provide for her 
need. I would ask that you too, as SMI prayer partners, join 
us in asking God to send a team this summer to do the 
work for this widow and her family. 

Lynda is a veteran traveler and worker in Prid-
nestrovie.  Her love for the Russian people and 
sensitivity to the needs of women and children 
have earned her great favor and respect.  Her 
work with Help the Children foster care is help-
ing to advance the HTC goals and enhance 
communication with SMI. 

eling projects have included the Parcani orphanage.  When 
we serve those who could never repay us in any way we 
believe it pleases God.  

This summer we will focus our attention on widows and or-
phans who need repairs at their residence.  Consider this a 
personal invitation from Joel to come along and use your 
skilled (and unskilled) labor for the Lord.    

Joel Barrett—Construction Coordinator 

Joel has traveled enough times to Prid-
nestrovie to qualify for Russian citizenship.  
He is responsible for constructing three 
churches, a Sunday school addition and 
countless projects for the Russian communi-
ties.  He is always ready to serve God with 
his whole heart and has worked for SMI in 
the past as warehouse coordinator. 

Mission service has taken Joel all over the world; Asia, 
South America and Eastern Europe are some of the places.  
Using building skills is a wonderful way to bless believers in 
other lands while receiving a blessing from the Lord. 

Different styles of equipment, crude or antiquated tools, 
language barriers and availability of supplies all combine to 
make the construction ministry challenging.  When con-
fronted with a problem in the States we simply call the 
“experts” for advice.  In Pridnestrovie we often become the 
“experts” as we work against the short-term time restraints.  
It goes without saying these situations can stretch your faith 
and revitalize your prayer life. 

At SMI we have always had a burden and passion to bless 
the poor and needy.  In addition to shipping and distributing 
tons of relief products, some of our construction and remod-


